Twelve red herrings by Jeffrey Archer

I have read the book “Twelve red herrings” by Jeffrey Archer. 

It’s a book of twelve separate short stories that deal with situations that people come face to face with. The stories are very different from each other and some of them are taken from real life.  

Some of these real life situations include avoiding danger, overcoming an obstacle in their life, or being overcome by greed and plotting out a way to get what they want. 

One of the stories, “Cheap at Half the Price,” is a good example of plotting out a way to get what is desired. A woman who is married has an affair with another man in order to get enough money out of each of them to afford a necklace she desires. The whole scheme she comes up with is very smart, but very tricky. 

Another story in the book, “Trial and Error,” is about a very successful business owner who is sent to jail for murder. The only catch is that he didn’t commit the crime and he is determined to find the man who he knows set him up.

The man that set him up is the same man that was said to be murdered. Of course, the set up was planned so he could take over the very successful business of his supposed murderer.

A third a story, “You’ll Never Live to Regret it”, is about a gay couple who tries to trick an insurance company. One of them is stricken by aids and when he takes an insurance he takes his partners urine test. But the plan don’t succeed and no one of the gets any money.

From story to story, the situations in the book changed and the outcome was completely opposite of what you would think it would be.

Some of the stories were really good while I didn’t understand a bit of some of them.

I can’t really say much about the characters because you didn’t get to know that much about them because the stories was so short, but most of the characters were trying to trick someone else.

All of the stories take place in the present time and all takes place in England I think. You can learn from the stories that there are foolish people everywhere that will do whatever it takes to get what they want.

An outsider tells all of the stories and only sometimes flashbacks are used. The languages in the stories are various. Sometimes it’s a very easy diction but in some of the stories the language are more complicated.

There are also some hard words now and then but most of the time you’ll understand what it means.

I think the book was quite good but some of the stories were better then others and some of them were really boring.

But it’s good that the stories are so short then its always exciting.

Jeffrey Archer 

Jeffrey Archer was born in 1940 and educated at Wellington School, Somerset and Brasenose College, Oxford. 

In 1969 he became the youngest member of the House of Commons.

He resigned in 1974, after a financial scandal involving a company in which he had invested, and turned to writing to pay his bills. 

His fictional account of that incident, Not a Penny More, Not a Penny Less (1976) was the first of many best-selling novels. Among his best-known works are Kane and Abel (1980), First Among Equals (1984), A Matter of Honour (1986), and The Fourth Estate (1996). He was also a world-class sprinter and represented Great Britain in international competition in the 100 meters in the early sixties.

He was appointed Deputy Chairman of the Conservative Party in 1985 and was elevated to the House of Lords in 1992. All of his novels have been international best sellers.

He is now married, the father of two children, and lives in Cambridge and London.

